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Leicester are National Women’s team champions after winning the JM Rose 
Bowl with a team featuring extremes on both the age and experience spectrums 
with Catherine Lv yet again showing her massive potential at 15 while Karen 
Smith won her sixth Rose Bowl title exactly 45 years after winning her first. 
 
Smith won her first three such titles between 1980 and 1983 with Anita 
Stevenson and Suzanne Hunt initially and, after a break in 1982, Julie Revill 
took the place of Stevenson.  Other successes came after the national events 
changed to teams of two with Jose Bongers in 2009 and Lois Peake in 2016.  A 
remarkable record by a player with remarkable staying power. 
 
On the other hand, although it is all relatively new to Lv winning gold medals is 
becoming an agreeable habit and when you consider that most of her opponents 
are normally of a lower age and similar modern styles, going through this sort 
of tournament against older and much more experienced opponents undefeated 
augers so well. 
 
In the group stages Wembley provided the first match which had extremely 
tight sets with three of the five needing a deciding fifth game all going 
Leicester’s way for a brilliant 5-0 success that very much underlines the gritty 
way these two play as a pair. 
 
Next up was Cambridge whom Leicester had beaten 4-1 in the qualifying 
rounds and this time it was an even more comfortable 5-0 victory.  Leicester 
then went quickly into a winning 3-0 lead against Hull, all three straight before 
Smith lost a tight one to Zoe Padmore while Lv won in five for 4-1. 
 
Derby provided the final hurdle between the two group winners represented by 
Naomi Coker and Diana Rusinova.  Smith lost the first two games against 
Rusinova before a great fight back, winning 13-11 in the fifth.  Next up was Lv 
taking a terrific 3-0 success against the talented Coker.  The Leicester pair lost 
the doubles but Lv finished another wonderful tournament with a victory over 
Rusinova to cement the gold medal for her team. 
 
Catherine Lv continued her busy schedule at the final stages of the Bromfield 
Trophy, the national team event for Junior Girls, pairing up with Roma Morjaria 
once again initially in groups. 
 
Both their group matches were extremely tight and both resulted 3-2, 
unfortunately the one against Derby the wrong way for Leicester who then 
defeated Southend 3-2 to give themselves a fleeting chance before Derby won 
their other, eventually beating Norwich in the final also by 3-2. 
 
Leicester, meantime, had a final match for the Bronze medal against 
Leamington, this time emerging winners by 3-1 to finish third with Lv winning 
five from six meaning she won 13 of 14 sets in the final stages of the top two 



national team competitions for females.  For Morjaria it was a fitting climax to a 
stella junior career which included titles in all school age groups along the way.  
She moves into the senior ranks this coming season. 
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